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ADVERTISMENT. 


a : 'HE folemn Services of the Day were conduct- 


ed in the following order. 


The Rev. Mr. BantLer, of Topſham, opened them 
with an introduQory Prayer, and read the Scriptures. 


The Rev. Mr. Bexxr, of Crediton, prayed. 
The Rev. Mr. Wricur, of Briſtol, preached. 


The Rev. Mr. Wand, of Taunton, after the deli- 
very of His Diſcourſe, and Mr, Swirn's Declaration, 


prayed over him, with the Impoſition of the Hands of 
{ome of the Miniſters preſent. 


The Rev. Mr. TouLwin, of Taunton, delivered the 
Charge. 


The Rev. Mr. Hod d, of Exeter, concluded with 
Prayer. 
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The Regards of Chriſtians to their Miniſters, 
founded on their Office and Charafter. 
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1 THESS. v. 12, 13: 


And we beſeech you, Brethren, to know them 
winch labour among you, and are over you 
in the Lord, and admoniſh you; and to 
eſteem them very highly in Love for their 
Work's Sake. And be at peace among your- 

_ ſelves. 


r 
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ROTESTANT diſſenting Miniſters make no 

pretenhons to a power of communicating mini- 
ſterial gifts and graces. They are fully ſatisfied chat 
qualifications of this nature are the gift of Gov; be- 
ſtowed, not as they were in the days of the Apoſtles, 
in an inſtantaneous manner by the miraculous ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt, but gradually in the courſe 
of his providence under the ordinary influences of 
his ſpirit, by which he furniſheth men with natural, 
abilities, affordeth them mcans of improvment, ſuc- 


ceedeth their ſtudies, and diſpoſeth them to engage in 
the ſacred office. 


Neither do they aſſume authority, to inveſt any 
with a right of exerciſing the miniſtry. Whoever is 
3242 qualified 
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qualified and inclined, has a commiſſion to preach, 
the Goſpel, from him who only can give one. And. 
when a ſociety of chriſtians invite ſuch a perſon to 
be their miniſter, and he conſents, no power on earth 
can juſtly exclude him from that character: nor is 
any thing more, eſſentially neceſſary to his perform- 
ing all che duties ol it.“ | | 


* As they communicate no ſpiritual gifts or powers, ſo if 
they uſe Impoſtion. of hands in ordaining miniſters, they 
do it in compliance with ancient cuſtom; an1 generally repre- 
ſent its deſign to be, to d//tinguihh. the perſons, who are devoting 
themſelves to the miniſtry, from others. — But as it is evident 
there is no occaſion to point them out hy it to God, and the ce- 
remony is uſed during prayer; nor in4-ed to men; for they 
ate ſuſſiciently diſtinguiſned by other circumſtances in the ſer- 
vice As in moſt, if not all, che places where we read of it in 
the New Teſtament, there was ſomething extraordinary, ſome 
divine direction or gift; particularly 1, Tim. iv. 14. Neglect 
not the gift which was given tee hy promiſe with the laying on of the hands, 
of the Preſbytery, which is the ouly place where the Preſbytery is 
repreſented laying on hands in ordination And ſince the gene- 
rality who ufe this ceremony at preſent, profeſs to communi- 
_ cate very great gifts and powers, even the Holy Ghoſt, with au- 
 thority to abſolve men from ſin : which all diſſenters look upon not 
only as groundleſs, but exceedingly, dangerous —and hnally, as 
it is well known, that the Idea of ſomething extraordinary and 
peculiarly ſacred is generally connected with this ceremony in 
the minds of common chriſtians : ſeveral think it moſt prul-nt 
to lay it intirely aſide ; as every thing, not enjoined by divine 
authority, certainly ſhould be, if it become the means of: cobn- 
tenancing ſuperſtition, or producing any bad effects. or if it can- 
not. longer be uſed wath propriety, On. ſuch accounts ſeveral 
religious ceremonies practiſed in the apoſtolic and ſuccecding 

%% A . 7 ages, 
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To what. purpoſe then, it may be aſked, is Ordina- 
tion? Do you prafliſe it merely in compliance with, 
cuſtom? By no means! When properly conducted. 
it has a tendency to promote a moſt valuable purpoſes, 
both to miniſters and people; as it is a vinual ac-. 
knowledgmen of their mutual evgagements, before 
many witneſles—aliords thuir brethren an opportuni- 
ty of deſcribing their reciprocal duties, and prefling . 
a ſenſe of the 1 importance of chem upon their hearts ; 
as well as of joining in earneſt ſupplications to the, 
God of all grace, to render them bleflings to each other. 


The part of this ſervice which naturally devolves 
upon me, is chiefly to point out, and recommend ihe 
principal duties of chriſtians towards their miniſters, 
If the diſtance of my ſlated reſidence ſhould prevent, 
me from inſiſting upon what might be peculiarly 
ſaitable to the tate of this church, and inforcing it: — 

tac 


ages, are now, diſuſed by the generality of chriſtians ; as ſaluling 
one another in their places of worſhip with an holy kiſs: and anointing the 
fick with oil. The former of which is frequently inculcated by St. 
Paul in Rom. 16. 46. 1 Cor. 16. 20. &c.&c. And the latter by 
St James, 53. 14. Is any man ſick let him ſend for the Elders of the 
church, and let them pray for him anointing lim ith oil in thename of tht 
Lord Cc. Now if chriſtians can drop, without concern, uſages, . 
which were not only practiſed by the primitive chriſtians, but 
aAually required by the apoſtles, becauſe they cannot be obſerv- 
ed with decency or propriety, why ſhould they be ſolicitous | 
about, ceremonies, far which they haye no command at all. and 
which tend. to inſpire. wrong ſentiments of religion, and ae 
made uſe of to * ſuperſtition in a vp high degree! 


— — — - — 
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the influence of intimate friendſhip; it will Ikewiſe 
preſerve me, from the juſt ſuſpicion of intended cen- 


* ſure, and intereſted views. And indeed I truſt no el- 


ſential direction will be omited, as I am convinced, 
no motive will be wanting, if I can properly illuſtrate 
this exhoriation, which the great Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, with Silvanus and Timotheus gave the church 
at Theſſalonica, which they had planted and highly | 
eſteemed ; which they gloried in, and hoped to have 


for a crown of 1cjoicing at the appearance of JESUS 
CurisT! 


We beſeech you brethren, to know them who labour among 
you and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh o; 


and to efteem them very highly in love for their work's ſake, 
And be at peace among yourſelves. © 


In diſcourſing from theſe words 1 mall etrivee? 
to repreſent to you very briefly, in the 


I. place, the Titles and Office of the ſtated Miniſters | 
of the Chriſtian Church, and io illuſtrate the pariicular 
account here given of their work; with a view 1a the 


II. To explain, and inforce by ſuch motives as ariſe 
from their character and office, the temper and con- 
duct of their people toward them, implied in kuow- 
tng and efteeming them very highly in love. May the 
divine bleſſing render theſe medications, conducive to 
our edification in love and univerſal holineſs ! 5 

| o Thi 


Cary: 


The deſcription here given of their character and 
work, as well as {ſeveral other circumſtances obſervable 
in the context, ſhews, that the paſſage relates to the 
ſtated miniſters of religion among the Theſfalonians, 
and affords a proper occaſion, to enquire into the ti» 
tles and office of the ſettled miniſters of the chriſtian 
church, as appointed by CuntsT and his Apoſtles. Now 
the {tated miniſters or officers in the primitive church, 
underſtanding the words in their greateſt extent, were 
Biſhops and Deacons. Thus we find the Epiſtle to the 
Philippians addreſſed to the Saints (or body of com- 
mon chriſtians) with the Biſhops and Deacons, who 
together conſtituted the whole church. Bur in our 
text, I apprehend, we are to underſtand chiefly if not 
ſolely, the former, or Biſhops; perſons who laboured 
in the word and dofrine; the latter or Deacons being 
appointed to take care of the temporal affairs of the 
church, as you may ſee, Acts vi. And if at any time 
they are found preaching the goſpel, it is by virtue of 
another character they ſuſtained ; thus Philip, having 
ſerved the office of a Deacon in the church at Jeru- 
ſalem, obtained a higher degree, and became an Evan- 
geliſt. or an aſſiſtant of the Apoſtles in preaching the 
goſpel in the world. (Acts xxi. 8.) 


Theſe miniſters are mentioned in ſcripture by differ. 
ent names and tiiles. Sometimes they are called Preſ- 


bytes or Elders from their age; perſons of years, on 


the firſt planting of Chriſtianity, being generally cho» | 
| | ; ſen 
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ſen to the ſacred office. Where let it be juſt obſerved 
by the way, the practiſe of deriving titles of office 
from age, is not peculiar to religion. That famous 
aſſembly the Senate of Rome, and the Senators who 
compoled it, where ſo called from Seres old men, be- 
cauſe at firſt it chiefly conſiſted of perſons in advanced 
life. The higheſt titles of quality among the French, 
Spaniards and Italians, are likewiſe taken from the 
fame circumſtance. Nor nced we go abroad for il- 
luſtrations of this point The chief Magiftrates in our 
Counties, in the Saxon times, were called Alder or 
Elder-men ; as every one knows, the principal Magi- 
ſtrates in our cities and conſiderable corporate towns 
are at this day. 


At other times the miniſters of religion are deſcrib- 
ed, by titles derived from their office or work, as Paſ- 
tors and Teachers, and particulary Biſhops, which in 
the original ſignifies Overſcers. But tho their names 
and titles were different cheir office and order were the 
fame. Thus the perſons who are ſtiled Elders of the 
church of Epheſus Acts xx. 17th verſe, are in the 28th. 
verſe called Overſeers, or Biſhops, as the original - 
word ſhould have been rendered here, by out Tranſ- 
lators; as it is in all other places: the words are, from 
Miletus Paul ſent for the Elders of tie church, and ſaid 
unto them, take heed unto your ſelves, and unto all the flock 
of Goy, over which the holy Ghoſt hath made you Bi- 
SnOrs to feed the church of Gov—That Elders and 

Bijhoþs 
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Biſhops were only different names for the ſame per- 


ſons, in the Apoſtles days, appears likewiſe from 
41r..1. 5—7, Where St. Put ſays, I If: thee in 
Crete, that thou ſhoulgeft ordain Elders in every city, as 
T had appointed t'ee: If any man be blameleſs &c. for 
a Biſhop muſt be blame/eſs H e. Now if the office of 
a B'ſhoþ had been different from that of an Elder, 
there would have been no force at all in his rea- 
foning. One could not argue from the ove, to the 
other; at leaſt from one 'who is luppoled to be 
more excellent, to one that is leſs fo: it would be un- 
reaſonable to ſay, that becauſe ſuch a thing is neceſ- 
ſary to qualify a mau for a high ſtation, that therefore 
it muſt be neceſſary to ft him for filling a lower one, 
The ſame truth is alſo apparent ſrom 1. Pet. v. 4: 
where he exhorts the perſons, whom he had jult be- 
fore called Elders, to ſeed the flock of Gov, tailing tle 
overſi ght thereof, or as it is in the original, diſcharg— 
ing the office of Bis nos. But there is no occa lion for 
any more conſiderations to ſhew that Hie, and 
Elders, or retaining the original word Peeſbyter, are, 
in the ſenſe of Scripture, the ſame perſon and no 
other than Paſtors and Teachers. { Eph. iv. 11.) 
Theſe are the miniſters which the Apoſtles and 
Evangeliſts, {| who were themſelves extraordinary 
olficers, deſigned to continue only for a ſhort time) 
ordained, or appointed with the concurrence of the 
people, in the ſeveral churches they formed; and 
who were conſidered, for ſome hundred years, as of 


the ſame order. Of this the hiſtorians of thoſe ages 
| B fully 
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fully inform us, as may be ſeen by the Engliſh reader, 
in Lord Chancellor King's Inquiry into the Conſl tutt- 
on of the pramilttoe Church; where he ſhews pariicu- 
larly, that for a long time, every Church, or ſingle 
Congregation of C/:ri/tzans * had its own Hh And: 
it 15 apparent from two paſſages of ſcripture before cit- 
ed, that in the Apoliles' days, ſome particular churches 
had more than one Biſhop, or they had Paſt»rs and 
Teachers, tho' we find that pretty ſoon, when there 
were two or more miniſters in a church, the title of 
Biſhop was confined to one of them, who was, in a 
peculiar ſenſe, it's Peflor, and the reſt were called 
eb ters; but ſtill they were conſidered as of the ſame 
order. The office of '@ Dioceſan Biſhop, who has 
authority over the Miniſters of ſeveral ſingle congre- 
cations, as far as I can find. nas not the leaſt founda- 
tion in Scripture, or the practice ofthe primative times; 
but ſ-ems to be an ellect of that ſpirit of worldly power 
and dominion, which in proceſs of time, grew up a- 
mong Chriſtians, in direct oppoſition to the humble 
Spirit and precepts of CazrsT and his Apoſtles! 


Having tbus conſidered the Titles and Ofhce of the 
tated miniſters of the primitive church, by which 
vou 

* A Church, in thoſe days never ſignified more than one 
Congregation. When there wcre more ſocicties of Chriſtians 
in one place or country, we read of the churches of that place, 
E.G. the Churches of Galatia and of Afia, 1. Cor. xvi. 1-—19. 


This was the cafe for ſcycral Centuries, as Lord King clearly 
Proves. 
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you may judge, who in the preſent age come neareſt 
the Scriptural model; I proceed to illuſtrate the ac- 
count here given of their charaQter and employment, 
which are repreſented in three particulars. 


The 1ſt. is, that they labour among tber people. 
Many, it is probable, look upon the miniſtry as an ex- 
tremely eaſy orofclion, the duties of which may be 
diſcharged with very little care and diligence; as ſome 
may poſſibly have entered upon it, with views of in- 
dulgingthemſclves in a life of great indolence and plea- 
fare. And were it's duties no other than ſuch per- 
ſons ſeem to imagine, their ſentiments and expedctati- 
ons would be juit. Had the miniſters of the goſpel 
no more to do, than embrace the prevailing notions 
of religion; weekly to deliver a common-place diſ- 
courſe or two, adapted to the prejudices and paſſions 
of their hearers, and ofler up a few general prayers, 
whether prepared for them by others, or ſuggeſted by 
the predominant diſpoſition of their own hearts at 
the time, they could with no great propriety be faid to 
labour among their people, or be deſcribed, as they are 
in other places, by titles drawn from employments, 
that indicate great vigilance, care, induſtry, vigor and 


fortitude, as Shepherds, Huſbandmen, Builders and 
Soldiers, 
\ 


But ifthey be careful to derive their ſentiments from 
the word of Go, and to preach the pure doctrines of 
E2 the 
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che Goſpel, free from the errors and ſuperſtitions of 
men Ifchey be to acquaint themſelves with the ſprings 
and principles of the human ſoul, and the means of 
aflocting them; not that they may humor men's pre- 
judices, and gratify a falſe taſte, but remove their pre- 
polleſſions, rectiſy their vitious inclinations and lead 
them to virtue and happineſs — If they be to acquaint 
themſelves with the ſpiritual ſtate of their hearers, that 
they may be able as good ſtewards of the houſchold 
of God, to diſtribute a portion ol ſuitable food to eve- 
ry one in due ſcaſon; and to offer up to heaven, 
petitions and thankſgivings, with energy and variety 
of thought and expreſſion, adapted to the general ſtate 
of religion, and likewiſe to the particular circum- 
ances of their people, both in public and in private, 
on ſtated and extraerdinary occaſions: and it may be 
preſumed, that on a little reflexion this will be found 
to be the caſe; then every confiderate perſon inuſt 
ſoon be convinced, that great attention of mind, cloſe- 
applicationto ſtudy. and a vigorous exertion of all their 
ſpiriiual powers are neceſſary, to the right dilcha) ve of 
the duties of their office! 


They know little of the gifts and graces, necellary 
to prepare a man for every good work, to which the 
miniſterial office calls him, who think that-when he 
has once finiſhed a courſe of academical ſtudies with 
tolerable diligence and ſuceeſs and laid the ſounda— 
tion of a chriſtian temper and life 1 in his ſoul, there 

18 
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is no neceſſity for frequent and ſerious medita- 
tion on the works and word of Gon; for exerciſing 
a ſtrict diſcipline over his own heart, and for a careful 
inſpection into the religious circumſtances of his peo- 
ple, mordertoqualifyhim for an honourable and ſuc- 
ceſsful diſcharge of his duty: Or that the actual per- 


formance of it doth not require the diligent exerciſe 


ot his powers both of body and mind. 


This kind of labour among their people, all faith- 
ful miniſters find indiſpenſibly necceſſary; it is well, 
if they do not find another fort of labour, or labour 
underltood of trouble and diſtreſs of mind, unavoid- 
able in the courſe of their miniſtry. I do not mean 
to intimate, that the work in iifelf is grievous! No! 
it is pleaſant, it is delightſull to a lover of truth, of right- 
eouſneſs and mankind! but on account of the liule 
ſucceſs of their endeavours to build up their people in 
knowledge, love and true holineſs of the careleſſ- 
neſs, and impenitency of ſome of their hearts, the diſ- 
henour they bring on their profeſſion, and the miſe- 
ry that awaits them! Peculiarly happy are they, if 
there be none who attend their miniſtiy, like {ome 
among the Philippians, of whom St. Paul ſpoke weep- 
ing; and of whom they will not be able to think with» 
out heart- ſelt ſorrow; who though temperance, world- 
ly mindedneſs, or ſome other ungodly diſpoſition, are 


enemies tothe croſs of C Uf, and conſequently whoſe 


end is deſtruclion 
| The 
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The 2d. character given of the miniſters ofthe Got- 
pel is, that they a/e over their people in the Lord. 


This and ſuch like deſcriptions of the office of chriſt- 
ian miniſters 1efer to their prefiding in their -aſlemblics 
having a principal ſhare in the direction of the public 
ſervices of religion, and in conducting all their ſpirit- 
ual affairs according to the rule and precepts given by 
CHRIST in the Scripture. 


I am ſenſible this explanation of the, phraſe is very 
different from that which a regard to che language and 
cuſtoms of ihe world, on this head, would have indu- 
ced me to have given. It is no uncommon thing to 
hear of Sþ:;7ual rulers, the governors of the durch tc. 
And an acquaintance with the ſtate of the chriſtian 
world aſſures us, that theſe are far from being empty 
titles. Dominion has been and {til} is, in molt places, 
claimed and exerciſed over the faith and conſciences, 
not to ſay the perſons and fortunes of their fellow 
chriftians, by the miniſters of religion. And our 
text with ſimilar expreſhons of ſcripture, hath been 
alledged in their yindication, But nothing can be 
farther from the ſpirit of thoſe paſſages, as is ma- 
nifeſt fiom other declarations and the conduct of the 
Apoſtles: thus St. Peter (1 Epi. v. 1. &c.) exhorts the 
Elders to feed the flock of Gov and diſcharge tie Hhiſco— 

pal office, but not to be Loꝶkps over God's heritage, or 
2 — the chriſtian people committed to their miniſte- 
rial 
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rial inſpection and care. And St. Paul, in his own 
and his bretirens' name diſclaims all pretenſions to 
power over the faith of Chriſtians, Not (ſays he 2. 
Cor. i. 24.) that we have dominion over your faith, but 
are heifers of your joy, Now if theſe eminent Apoſ- 
tles dilavowed all claim to dominion over the faith, 
judgment and conſciences of chriſtians, muſt it not be 
conſummate inſolence in any other man or body of 
men, to pretend to exerciſe it! 


Yes! this ſpiritual dominion is not implied in my 
text, and you are ſenſible it is not claimed by then 
who labour among you and are over you in the Lord. It's 
true they would eſtabliſh a dominion over you ; but 
it is the dominion of the Head ofthe church! — they 
would ſubdue you; but it is to truth and piety !— 
they do indeed deſire to ſecure a perſonal intereſt in: your 
hearts; but it is by the excicile of wiſdom and good- 


neſs !—they wiſh to lead and guide you; but it is by 


the principles of the Goſpel and to your own {c1 city! 


The gd. and laſt particular given of the duty of 
miniſters in the text is, that they ado] their people. 


This phraſe, conſiſtently with it's meaning in other 
paſlages of the ſcripture, might be underſtood of any 


kind of inſtruction and exhorta: ion; but it leems moſt 
ſuitable ts the connexion, to confine it to ſuch things 
as are meant by it in common diſcourſc, viz, caution- 


ing 


— — — — — — — — - - 
- — — —ñ — MM... - : — — — — — — — 
ũ—Qt i—U—— ——— — — — — — — 


- — a 
4 - - — — 
- —ͤ—ũ——A — — - 


— 
— 


(20) 


ing, warning,” reproving, and urging reformation of 
what is amiſs in temper and conduct branches of 
the miniſterial office, naturally ſo difagreable to a 
perſon of humbleand charitable ſpirit, nd unwelcome 
to thoſe who ſtand moſt in need of ſervices of this 
kind that to encourage the one to perform, and the o- 
ther to receive them in a proper manner, the Apoſile 
may be ſuppoſed to have mentioned this duty parti- 
cularly, when he was exhorting chriſtians to maintain 
reſpectful and affectionate regards to their miniſters. 

And indeed, as the diſcharge of it, will probably 
expoſe them to the reſentment of the incorrigible, and 
perverſe; ſo when conducted by pendende aud ten- 
derneſs, it is a proof of a diſintereſted and benevolent 
ſpirit, of faithfulneſs and genuine friendſhip, which 
at leaſt, equally with any other part of their duty, 
render them objects of thoſe ſentiments aud aflect- 
ions, which chriſtians are here exhorted to entertain 
towards their miniſters: which I now proceed, as was 


propolcd in the ſecond place, to illuſtrate and recom- 
mend. 


We leſeech you brethren, ſaith the Apoſtle, t know 
them and to eſteem them very highly in love for their 
work s ſake. 


The firſt thing here injoined upon chriſtians, 1s to 
know their miniſters. You muſt be convinced the 
word is to be taken in an extenſive and exalied ſenſe. 
I. includes leveral things, relaung to che attefions and 

active 


0 
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act ive powers ofthe ſoul. as well as the underſtanding. 
The Apoſtle may be underſtood, as exhorting the 
Theſſalonians to acquaint themſelves with he true 
character and office of miniſters; to approve of he 
genuine deſign of their inſtitution, and to encourage 
them in their work. 

You are then, my friends, to confider the perſons 
whoſe character and duty we have bridfly repreſented, 
as the ſervants of Gov and of Jxsus Curtsr, ap- 
pointed to promote your ſpiritual improvement and 
eternal ſalvation. In order to which, you muſt re- 


member, they are not to eſtabliſh you in the belief of 


the peculiar doctrines of men; but in the truth, as it 
is in Ixsus 
muſing you with unintereſting ſpeculations; but to 


feed you with ſuch knowledge, as tends to purily the 


heart and regulate the lifz—not to connive at your 
vices or neglects, but faithfully point them out to vou 
and remonſtrate againſt them not to make you zea- 
lous about trifles, but excite a concern in your breaſts 
for the important duties and graces of true religion ; 


fidelity, mercy, and the love of God—not to inflame 


your ſpirits againſt them that differ from you, but 
form you to moderation, and inſpire you with bro- 
therly love to chriſtians of all denoininations—not to 
flatter you with groundleſs. hopes, but to keep you 
humble, watchful and diligent, by repreſenting the 
neceſſiiy of perſevering and adyancing in a courſe of 
holineſs; in order to your ſecuring the approbation 
of your Lord, and enjoying the happineſs promiſed 
to his faithful ſervants, Such, 


not to indulge a vain curioſity, by a- 


: 
: 
. 
| „ 


„ 


change his opinion concerning the ſyſtem ofaſtronomy! 


Fas ) 


Such, you cannot but ſee. are the duties of chriſt- 
ian miniſters. A ſenſe of which you ſhould impreſs 
on your hearts, that you may countenance them in 
ſuch ſervices. And what, my friends, can be more 
reaſonable? Are they not accountabletotheir Maſter? 
Hath not he commanded them to renounce all human 
authority in religion? Is not the ſacred ſcripture a 
ſufficient rule of faith and practice? Are they not re- 
quired to declare the whole counſel of Gop; and 
ſhould not you auentively conſider what they propoſe 
to you from his word? How ſhall divine truth ever 


ſpread, unleſs enquiry be indulged. In what dark- 


neſs and error ſhould we ſtill have been involved, if 
this liberty had not been taken by our illuſtrious re- 
formers? And ſhould not you encourage us to imi- 
tate their example in ſtudying the holy ſcripture, 
in order to remove the errors and corruptions which 
delace the beauty, and obſtruct the influence of the 
goſpel of CurisT on the hearts and lives of men? 


The Bereans are tranſmitted with honour to poſ- 
terity. (Acts xvii.) for their impartial enquiry after 
truth. And who can avoid ſeeing their excellence; 
as well as the deſpicable ſtupidity of them, who will 
not make uſe of the means of improvement in know- 
ledge, which are afforded them ? Truly ridiculous 
doth the pretended philoſopher appear, who on the 
invention of teleſcopes, refuſed to view the planets 
through one, leſt he ſhould have been obliged to 


In 


1 
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In a light equally ridiculous, and far more cuſpable, 
would a chriſtian appear, who ſhould refuſe to avail 
himſelf of any aſh ſtances, for examining the great ob- 
jects of the ſpiritual world, left he ſhould be forced to 
change his opinion concerning the particular ſyſtem 
of relegion; which he hath embraced, 


But important as it is, to regard your miniſters in 


their endeavours to promote the knowledge of religi- 


ous truth in general; it is of unſpeakably greater im- 
portance to regard their inſtructions, which immedi— 
ately relate to your temper and conduct. and to apply 
them to youre ves. Unleſs their miniſtrations are 
chiefly directed to guard you againſt ſin, and inſpire 
you with a fervent love of God and man; they are 
not the faithful and prudent miniſters of Cunrer; nor 
your friends. Unleſs you properly regard them in 
theſe things, the only valuable end of their labours, 
and your attendance upon them will be defeated. If 
you diſcountenance them herein, you directly oþpoje 
the mercful counſels 7 Gor cowards you, 


Farther you are to know your ian as bert 
whom Divine Providence hach raiſed up, and you 
have choſen to coaſult your ſpiritul welfare; and dili- 
gently attend upon their miniſtry, ,, What can be more 
inconſiſtent with your obligations, than abſenting your- 
ſelves, upon ſlight occaſions, from public worthip; or 
behaving in the time of it with drowſy indolence, 
when all the powergof your ſouls oughi to be vigorou! y 
| excriea? 
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exerted? Why ſhould your miniſters be inſtant in ſea- 
Jon and out of ſeaſon, reproving, rebuting and exhorting, 
if you who appoint them to this ſervice will not be 
conſtant and diligent-in improving their-labours? you 
cannot expect to have your miſtakes reQihed, your 
groveling conceptions of evangelical holineſs raiſed; 
your deſires of it quickened, and the graces of the di- 
vine life planted and perfeted in your hearts, if you 
neglect the uſe of theſe means which God has iuſtitu- 
ted for ſuch excellent purpoſes: not to ſay, what grief 
will pierce the boſoms of faithful miniſters, if they: 
lee you flight the ordinances of the Goſpel ! 


It is likewiſe ſuggeſted to our notice, that you are 
to conſider them as men, ſubject to the ſame imper- 
&&ions, and infirmities with yourſelves ; putting can- 
did, conſtructions on their words and. aRions, and 
even making ſuitable allowances for their errors; as 
well as Fa * their comfortable ſupport. 


11 hath l that however unwilling ſome 
chriſtians may be, to acknowledge their miniſters have 
faperior judgment in matters of controverſy (where 
one would naturally ſuppoſe them to excel) they ex- 
pect them to be extremly perfect in their conduct; 
even in thoſe inſtances that require a great degree of 
prudence; and ſometimes not only cenſure them ſe- 
verely for errors that are ſlight in themſelves, but neg- 
lect their intereſt, and deſert their miniſtry. This, I 
er '""y brethren, wit not be. your caſe, For is it 

not 
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not highly unreaſonable? Why ſhould thoſe errors 
exclude mimſters from'yonr regard, which you canea- 
fily pardon in other good men: ? Why ſhould they on- 
ly be out of the influence of your candor? Or why 
ſhould you deprive yourſelves of the benefit of their 
ſervices, on account offomedefeRts and errors that may 
attend them? For have they not many difficulties to 
encounter? Are they not liable to peculiar temptations? 


Jam nat apologizing; for licentious miniſters, who 
run into the follies and vices of an extravagant age, 
I pity.!. I pray for ſuch unhappy creatures! and would 
ex hort them (had. I an opportunity) to repent and be 
zealous: as ] would you to avoid their company. My 
deſign is only to guard you againſt cenſuring your 
miniſters ſox their infirmities, 1 their miniſtry, 
or neglecting their intereſl ; and to excite you to treat 
them with candor and e 


This brings us to the ſecond branch of the Apoſtle's 
exhortation, in which he carries the regards of chriſ- 
tians to their miniſters to a greater height; and (faith 
he) eſteem them very hight in love for their work's Jake. 


The phraſe is emphatical. It requires you to en- 
tertain ſuch reſpectful ſentiments of their characters, 
and affectionate diſpoſitions towards their perſons, as 
will exert themſelves 1 in the moſt kind and ien 5 
fices. 

St. Paul was too well acquainted with the, 8 
tion of che human ſoul, not to know, that eſteem and 
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exerted? Why ſhould your miniſters be inſlant in ſea- 
Jpn and out of ſeaſon, reproving, rebuking and exhorting, 
if you who appoint them to this ſervice will not be 
conſtant and diligent-in improving their labours? you, 
cannot expect to have your miſtakes reQihed, your 
groveling conceptions of evangelical holineſs raiſed; 
your deſires of it quickened, and the graces of the di- 
vine life planted and perfected in your hearts, if you 
neglect the uſe of theſe means which Gov has iuſtitu- 
ted for ſuch excellent purpoſes: not to ſay, what grief 
will pierce the boſoms of faithful miniſters, if they 
lee you flight the ordinances of the Goſpel ! 


It is likewiſe ſuggeſted to our notice, that you are 
to conſider them as men, ſubject to the ſame imper- 
&&ions, and infirmities with yourſelves ; putting can- 
did conſtructions on their words and. actions, and 
_ even; making ſuitable allowances for their errors; as 
well as providing for their comfortable ſupport. 


It hath been obſerved, that however unwilling ſome 
chriſtians may be, to acknowledge their miniſters have 
faperior judgment in matters of controverſy (where 
one would naturally ſuppoſe them to excel] they ex- 
pect them to be extremly perfect in their condud ; 
even in thoſe inſtances that require a great degree of 
prudence; and ſometimes not only cenfure them ſe- 
verely for errors that are ſlight in themſelves, but neg- 
lect their intereſt, and deſert their miniſtry. This, I 
wuſt, my brethren, will not be your caſe, For is it 

2122 not 
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not higlily unreaſonable? Why ſhould thofe errors 


exclude mimſters from yom regaid, which you canea- 


ſily pardon in other good men? Why ſhould they on- 
ly be out of the influence of your candor? Or why 
ſhould you deprive yourſelves of the benefit of their 
ſervices, on account ofſome defects and errors that may 
attend them? For have they not many difficulties to 
encounter? Are they not liable to peculiar temptations? 


L amy nat. apologizing; for licentious miniſters, who 
run into the follies and vices of an extravagant age, 
I pity! Ipray for ſuch. unhappy creatures! and would 
exhort them (had I an opportunity) to repent and be 
zealous: as ] would you to avoid their company. My 
dehign is only to guard you againſt cenſuring your 
miniſters for their imbronties, deſerting their miniſtry, 
or neglecting their intereſl ; and to excite you to treat 
them with candor and gencroſity. 


This brings us,to the ſecondbranch of the Apoſtle's 
exhortation, in which he carries che regards of chriſ- 
tians to their miniſters to a greater height; and (faith 
he) efleem them very highty in love for their work's ſake. 


The phraſe 1s emphatical. It requires you to en- 


tertain ſuch reſpectful fentiments of their characters, 
and affectionate diſpoſitions towards their perſons, as 
will exert themſelves in the moſt kind and friendly of- 
fices. | | 7 
St. Paul was too well acquainted with the conſtitus 
tion of the human ſoul, not to know, that eſteem and 
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love are excited only by a ſeaſe of excllence; and tos 
warm a friend of truth and moral rectitude, to encou- 
rage any to entertain ſuch an apprehenſion of thoſe, 
who do not really poſſeſs it; as he was undoubiedly too 
good a judge of ſubjects of this nature to imagine, 
that a mere office can give men true worth and render 
them objects of theſe regards. A man muſt, in ſome 
meaſure, do honour to his ofhice, if he would derive 
honour from it, 


When therefore the Apoſtle faith eftcem them very 
highly in love Ec. it is on the ſuppoſition, that their 
private characters are amiable; and that they dif- 
charge the duties of their {lations with diligence and 
propriety, 8 

And now my. brethren, as the work in which 
your miniſters are engaged, 1s the moſt important of 
any which it is poſſible for men to perform—as it is 
of the ſame nature with that, in which the Sox of 
Gov diſdained not to labor as it hath the glory of 
Gov, and your moral perſection and everlaſting hap- 
pineſs in view: ſo you will immediately be convinc- 
ed upon reflexion, that the diſpoſtions exerciſed in 
the faithful diſcharge of it, are ſuch. as by the gene- 
ral conſent of mankind in all other cafes, delerve 
and conciliate eſteem and affection, 


ls not an ardent love of truth? Is nota lively con. 
cern for the moral improvement and perfection of 
mankind? Is not a life devoted to the ſupport of li- 
berty, and the belt intereſts of one's fellow creatures 
| are 
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are not theſe proofs of an excellent char»Qer?—and 
yet theſe qualities ſfrequentiy receive additional beau- 
ty and value from the peculiar difficulties that ariſe, 
and the fortitude and ſelf-denial, which they are 
obliged to exerciſe in the courſe of ther miniſtry. 


There is a ſolid foundation for theſe affections in 
the temper and conduct of your religious initructors; 


and there is abundant reaſon in prudence, to cultivate 


them in your hearts, and manifeſt them in vour be- 
haviour towards them. Your ſpiritual improvement 
and comfort depend, in a great meaſure, upon the 
eſteem and love you have for them; as well as their 


reputation and uſefulneſs in the world on the manner 


in which you treat them. 


Is it pollible my friends, T appeal to your own 
hearts, to view a man demonſtrating, by the moſt ſub- 


ſtantial effects, a tender concern for your ſpiritual in- 


provement and eternal felicity, without feeling a moſt 
a lfectionate and grateful diſpoſition towards him 


{pringing up in your boſoms, and reſolving that his 


concern {hall be gratified, by maintaining a ſpirit and 


converſation becoming the benevolent genius of the 


goſpel? Can you behold him, for the fake of CURIST 
and your felicity, ſacrificing all views of worldly 
grandeur and opulence, and ſatisfving himſelf with 
the proſpect of a bare ſubliſtence, without chearfully 
furniſhing him with the means of that ſubliſtence, 


and if pollible, rendering it more plentiful? Do they, 


eſteem their maniſters highly in love who neglect to 
en- 
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encourage them in their difficulties, to comfort them 
iu their troubles, and to preſerve them from the diſtreſſ- 
ing cares of indigence, by generoufly contributing to 
their comfortable fupport ! 


'This laſt inſtance of regard to your miniſters might 
have been inforced by conſiderations of juſtice, and 
the authority of CHRIST, who ordamed that they who 
preach the goſpel ſhould live by the goſpel. 1 Cor. ix. 14. 
But I chufe to reſt it on the noble foundation of eſteem 
and love. I would have you my fellow chriſtians, 
aQuated in all you do by the molt generous and ex- 
cellent principles. And I truſt. vou will perform eve- 
ry branch of duty implied in this exhortation. and all 
others from the nobleſt motives—from conviction of 
their reaſonableneſs from the love of Gon, of CurrsT 


and of mankind, and adeſire of your moral perſection 


and happineſs. I forbeat therefore particularly to 
lay before you any other. I forb:ar attempting to 
fix your views on thoſe ſolemn, awful ſcenes, which 
will e'er long open—on that eternal judgment which 
will take plac*—when both you and your miniſters 
will be examined as to your hlelity, and be glortoul- 
ly reward. d. or gri-voully puniſh.d, as you have per- 


formed, or neglected your du y! 


This would be very affecting. I truſt it would be 
ſuperfluous; and therefore ſhall draw to a concluſion, 
with recommending to your peculiar attention, the 
laſt clauſe of my text, and a f, other directions of 
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the Apoſtle in the ſame chapter, which have the moſt 
friendly afpet on the comfort and happineſs of all 
who obſerve them, and the cloſeſt connexion with the 
deſign of this day's ſervice. 


The concluding words of my text, you may recol- 
left are, Be at peace among oe üb, How nume— 
rous. how earneſl, the exhortations of the ſcripture 
are to unanimity, not 10 unity of opinion, for that is 
impoſſible, while the minds and circumſtances of men 
are different, but to unity of heart and affection, to 
mu'ual forbearance and brotherly love, I need not, I 
cannot ſay. Neither, can I fully deſcribe the bad ef= 
fects of neglecting. or the great advantages of properly 
regarding theſe precepis. But mull juſt obſerve, that 
while animoſity and contention prevent ſpiri.ual im— 
provement, and even ſubvert the foundation of a truly 
chriſtian temper ; peace aud brotherly love will con- 
duce to your adyanceinent in every part of the divine 
life; as they are, indeed in themſelves, eminent 
branches of holineſs. They will enliven vour devo- 
tion; and give the higheſt pleaſure to every publick 
ordinance. Your little earthly atſemblies, they will 
render emblems of the grand celeſtial aſſembly. They 
will ſecure you the preſence of the God of peace? and 
love*; who will take up his abode in you by the Spir- 
it, and diffuſe his ſanctifying, and comforting in- 
fluence abroad in your hearts f. In a word, they will 


render 


*. Cor. xii. 11. J Eph. ii. 22. + Rom. v. 5. Cal. v. 22. 
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render you pleaſing images of that gracious Sa vious, 
at whoſe birth the heavenly choir ſang, glory % God 
on high, peace on earin, and good will towards men! 


If therefore, my brethren, there be any conſolation in 
C':riſt, if any comfort of love, if any fellowſh'þ of the 
fr: it. if any bowels aud me ies, fulfil ye my joy, iu be- 


ing Unanimuius and having mutual love. 


But why ſhould I warn you againſt diſſentions? 
why need I go on exhorting you, though in the words 
of an Apoſtle. to peace and love? Methinks I hear a 
folemn whiſper ſpreading through this afſembly, 
gently communicating the fixed purpoſe of every heart 
{+ For the honour of Gop and CHRIST, and the 
lucceſs of goſpel miniſtrations, we are determined, 
there ſhall be no dillentions among us; no enmity of 
* heartone towards another, or towards chriſtians of a- 
ny other ſociety; no ſtriſe or contention, unleſs it 
"he who thall excel in faith and holineſs; who ſhall 

be moſt like their Gop and Redeemer in doing good, 
*and adorn the doctrine of the goſpel by the moſt ami- 
„able converſation!” That, my fellow chriſtiañs, is 
an innocent ſtrife! that is a truly glorious conteſt! 
It will occaſion no alienation of affection; but fan a 
flame of ſacred love in your hearts, which will con- 


fame all mean and earthly paſſions, and refine and per- 
{c thoſe that are excellent and divine. 


* 


Again he ſaith, Rejuice evermore; Diligently culti- 
vate 


131 


vate, and on all proper occaſions exert that joy ful 
ſbirit, for which the relations you fland in to Gon, 
to JEsUs and an eternal world, and the means of grace 
you poſſeſs, are a ſolid foundation, This will con— 
duce greatly to the happineſs of your lives, and your 


improvement in goodneſs; as well as to the honor of 
your religion. 


Moreover, Pray without ceaſing. Labor to main- 
tain conſlanily a devout frame of mind; a thorough 
ſenſe of your entire dependence upon God, and ardent 
delires of his ſpecial favor, which will prepare you 
to engage with pious affections in his worſhip, on 1e- 
gularly returning ſeaſons, and diſpoſe you to addreſs 
yourſelves to him, on all favourable opportunities, 
in the courle of your lives. 


And finally, in thoſe ſacred happy moments, when 
your thoughts and hearts preſs towards the Deity; 
when with energy of faich and hope and love, wih 
tervent defires of the glory of Gop, of the proſperity 
of his church, and the happinels of your own ſouls, 
you preſent yourſelves before Ye throne of grace, re- 
member us. Pray for us. 


I addreſs this apoſtolic exhortation to you, my 
dear chriſtian friends and brethren, in behalf of your 
own miniſters, in behalf of every one here preſent, 
and of all of that character in the world. Pray, that 
we may take heed to the miniſtry, which we have re- 
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received of the Lorn and diſcharge it with ſucceſs 
—that we may build up our people in knowledge, 
love, and univerſal righteouſneſs and be finally pre- 
ſented to Gop, by the chief ſhepherd, together with 
our reſpective flocks, a glortous church, with exceeding 
Joy! 

Now, may our Lord Jeſus Ch riſt himſelf, and G 
cven our Father, who hath loved us and given us cue. 
ing conſolation, and good hope through grace, comfort jcur 
hearts, and eſtabliſh you in every good word and work! 
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